
SUMMARY OF THE FIRST YEARS EVENTS

 

Late in the summer of 2008, a group of trials enthusiasts came together with the aim of providing training for local youth riders.  Having witnessed the standard of riding throughout the UK and wider abroad, the team, ably led by Jonny Hagan, decided on a strategy of training and coaching aimed exclusively at young riders.  The long-term objective was to ‘raise the game’ in Ireland as those youngsters graduated to the adult ranks.  A number of coaching events would be spread over the course of the season, with a fun event during the summer, where the students could display their newly acquired skills.
 
The Jonny Hagan Youth Training Academy is open to riders of all abilities, from complete beginners, to skilled and seasoned competitors who would like to improve and move on to the next skill level.  From humble beginnings, the Academy has, in the course on just one season, gone from strength to strength, with as many as 29 riders attending each training session.
 
A panel of instructors has been formed, with many of the best riders in the country donating their time and expertise freely.  People of the calibre of the first team of coaches, trained by Graham Jarvis, such as Sam Turkington, Shaun Turkington, Jonny Hagan, Michael Davidson, Jonny Davidson, Mervin Hanlon, Glenn Drennan and Russell Houston all participate in the scheme.
 
Support is also given to anyone new to the sport, whether in the selection of a suitable bike or in the maintenance of the bike.  Scrutineer and technical guru Andy Higgins said, “In the youth grades bikes are limited to 125cc, and even if you know nothing bikes, we will be glad to help practically or with advice.  Motorcycle trials are open to both boys and girls and they can compete equally, so it is a great family friendly sport.  It is all about control rather than speed, so it brings discipline to the rider and confidence in their own ability.”
 
So what about the wellbeing of the children?  Spokesman Nigel Dempster was quick to draw attention to the Child Protection and First Aid training carried out by volunteers.  As well as that, all the pupils are insured against the risk of accident while taking part in the training sessions.  All other visitors arriving on site are also asked to ‘sign-on’ so that they are also covered by the event insurance.
 
The pupils are instructed in small groups, based on age and ability, through sections constructed by the coach.  The same coach conducts the group throughout the day, talking them through between four and six riding areas.  While the sections are designed to be as safe as possible, they are also designed to challenge and stretch the rider’s ability and knowledge.  So a beginner need not feel overawed by riding with the comparatively experienced, and the experienced will not be held back, but will receive expert advice from the instructor.  Instructors change regularly, so a wide range of experience can be tapped into as pupils have the opportunity to work with a number of top competitors.  
 
Venues too, change regularly, with every type of terrain being ridden.  This time it might be forest, another time it a hillside, streams or scree, so again the trainee can quickly build up a good knowledge of varied conditions, and all under to supervision of an expert in the field.
 
After the final session, the students shown to have made the greatest progress over all the events will receive a very special surprise.
 
How much does all of this cost?  Sponsorships have helped keep the tuition fee down to a surprisingly low £3.16, per pupil per training session or £19 for all 6 events Much of this sponsorship is in recognition of the fact that JYHTA is the first such trials organisation in the UK or Ireland to offer this level of specialist training, making this a very affordable way into a friendly sporting community.
 
What actually happens on the day?  After signing on, bikes are scrutineered and checked for safety and mechanical efficiency.  Brakes and clutch are operated; handlebars and engine kill switches tested and footpegs inspected.  Scrutineer, Andy Higgins, who recently performed the same role at the World championship event at Newcastle, Co Down, was even able to point out a potential future problem with wheel bearings to one student.  
 
Following scrutineering, the trainees and instructors went to their practice areas for a pre-lunch training session.  The areas I saw were along a stream that riders crossed several times and gained experience of riding on slippery rocks and river banks under close supervision.  A sponsored hearty lunch of soup and freshly baked rolls gave everyone a welcome break.  Following a talk on bike maintenance it was back to the practice area for further training.
 
On the day I visited, there was a very special presentation.  Awards were made to the most improved riders, as decided by the instructors, over all of the training sessions.  Winners would receive a full day of training on the 1st July, with ten times British Champion Steve Saunders.  The package would include the use of a bike; of the same type they are used to, and travel to England.  The deserving winners were:-
 
Grade A – Gareth Mackey and Robert McCrory
Grade B – Jake Hanlon and Ashley Turner.
 
On Friday and Saturday 24th and 25th July 2009 a summer fun event will take place at Barbican forest.  On Friday there will be a parent and youth rider one bike event and BBQ.  On Saturday there will be Kick Start event.  Visitors are welcome check the web site for further details www.jhyta.co.uk , e-mail sec@jhyta.co.uk or contact Nigel on 

Mobile – 078 52222705
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