Kickstart Event Barbican Forest Newcastle
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The first ever trials family fun weekend happened Friday 24th and Saturday 25th of July 2009.  The committee of The John Hagan Youth Trials Academy decided to have it with a with a Kickstart theme.  Having talked about the possibility of running such an event in March 2009 in order to help put the fun back into trials, the response from everyone was amazing. We were then bombarded with questions from the Youth riders, about when we were going to run the event. We quickly found out that there was no turning back, such was the interest, excitement and expectation from both riders and parents alike.  Therefore an event would “have to happen”. After the MCUI UC granted permission, it was then down to the JHYTA team to get themselves Organised in order to cover all the tasks involved in a two day youth event, the support from everyone was impressive. 

The object of the Friday evening “Youth Rider & parent/Adult” single bike challenge was to let the parents find out just how difficult this Trials game actually is.  After walking the course and hearing Kyle Turner, say to dad Colin, “Where do you want me to stand to catch you dad” WELL that one comment made it all worthwhile.

A few showers didn’t dampen the enthusiasm of the pairings as they made their way around the 8 section course, however what the rain did do, was clear some of the handwritten scores from the section scoreboards.  Not that anyone really minded as the evening was about the craic and not the scores.  “Never in all my times in trials have I witnessed such an atmosphere at an event” comments such as these are testament to the thought and planning put into the organisation of the event by the JHYTA team of volunteers.
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While the dads puffed and blew their way around the                                remaining sections, the barbeque was under construction, ably assisted by our team of Heather & Neal Perry on BBQ No 1 and Geordie Smyth on BBQ No.2.  Our thanks go to Aghadowey foods and Mackeys Bakery Lisburn for providing the food and drinks. competition was set-up and proceeded as everyone was enjoying the JHYTA hospitality as it came hot off the bbq.

Stuart Hanlon ended up being the star of the show, with a tremendous display of balancing.  Try as he did, not even the great Andy Higgins could interrupt Stuart’s concentration, as he conducted his interview, of course big sister Shelly took credit for Stuart’s skill as she did say that he had learned from watching her.

The longest wheelie swiftly followed and was won by Chris Brown.  The only mistake we made was that we hadn’t made the course longer, as at one stage we thought Young Chris was going to wheelie all the way into Newcastle town center.

As the Friday evening activities drew to a close, the motorcycles were put to rest for the evening, but under the floodlights the youth riders walked the Kickstart course, in preparation for the next day’s activity. The light was fading and I was wittiness to “torch football” with the sound of kids enjoying themselves. It was great just to stand in the background and listen to the discussions, “I think you would ride the section like this” “no like this” etc. etc.  The evening drew to a close as the routes had all been planned to take them up and over the obstacles.
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For the people that parked overnight I was concerned by Nigel’s sense of humour, the generator makes a great alarm, this helped everyone to wake to the view sunshine over the mourn mountains.  Geordie Smith was responsible for the smell of the sizzling bacon baps; tea & coffee went down an absolute treat.  As per the schedule the riders brief took place at 10.45 sharp.  It was good to see the riders eagerly waiting their turn as Andrew Gault gave a demonstration on each of the A & B lines.  The 35 riders were then organised into their respective grades and the first rider into the arena and to put on a fantastic show, was Shelly Hanlon.

As per the Kickstart rules, the field was whittled down from 35 to 16, 8,4 and culminating in a grand final of the top two riders in A and the same in B.  While awaiting the grand final, it was the chance for the adults to “have a go” and put their skills on show.  After we rebuilt the sections, the final was a very close affair with Chris Brown narrowly pipping Andrew Gault for the grade A title and Nathan McComb doing likewise to Stuart McClurg for the grade B title.  The two final’s rounded off a fantastic day’s family entertainment for all.

Organisation of the event made everything run seamless throughout the day and was fantastically commentated on by our competent and confident host for the day, Mr Andy Higgins.  Andy who, not only kept the audience informed throughout the day, also between times took the time to organise, “the Barcelona babes” and not one, not two but three Mexican waves!!! 

Enjoyed by all.  “Roll on year 2”
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